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PTI, BENGALURU: ISRO 
Chairman V Narayanan 
on Monday said the space 
agency remains a govern-
ment organisation and 
dismissed concerns over 
its privatisation, saying it 
is working with private 
companies and startups to 
expand India's space eco-
system.

His reaction came after 
nine employee associations 
at ISRO wrote to the Chair-
man on September 4, seek-
ing official clarification on 
the proposed transfer of its 
manufacturing and opera-
tional functions to private 
entities.

Speaking to reporters 
after the inaugural ceremo-
ny of the ninth edition of 
the Bengaluru Space Expo 
(BSX) here, Narayanan said 
India's space programme is 
about 64-65 years old, and 
that at present there are 

56 space assets in the sky 
serving the common man 
of the country, but the need 
is huge numbers.

Recalling that since the 
space sector reforms were 
rolled out six years ago, 
he said, "we are supposed 
to hand-hold the private 
sector, startup companies, 
and grow the space eco-
system."

"In fact, whenever a PSLV 
or a GSLV is lifting off, al-
most 80 per cent budget is 
invested in Indian indus-
tries. A total of 450 indus-
tries are working for us," he 
said.

On the concerns raised 
by the employee associa-
tions, Narayanan said, "So, 
surely, my colleagues, what-
ever they have, is a genuine 
concern. It is our responsi-
bility to clarify."

He clarified that ISRO is 
not privatised and remains 

a government organisation. 
"We are working – it's a 
government investment, 
and we are working there. 
But the only thing is, we 

now (have) so many activ-
ities. The space ecosystem 
in the country has to grow 
and the space economy has 
to grow," he said.

PTI, NEW DELHI: The 
Delhi High Court on Mon-
day said a building-col-
lapse incident at Satya Ni-
ketan here that left seven 
people dead and several 
injured was "most unfor-
tunate".

The court said not only 
the building owners are 
responsible for the trag-
edy, but also the Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD) and the Delhi Uni-
versity (DU), which has 
failed to provide adequate 
housing facilities to out-
station students, who are 
forced to take shelter in 
private paying guest (PG) 
accommodation.

A bench of Chief Jus-
tice Devendra Kumar 
Upadhyaya and Justice Te-
jas Karia asked authorities 
to double up the efforts in 
the rescue operations so 
that human lives can be 
saved.

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, who represented 

PTI, BENGALURU: US Ambassador to India Sergio Gor 
on Monday said that the United States and India were 
moving beyond cooperation in the space sector to-
wards "co-creation", with the two countries jointly de-
signing instruments, funding startups and co-authoring 
the future of human discovery. He was speaking at the 
inaugural ceremony of the ninth edition of the Benga-
luru Space Expo (BSX), being organised by the Confed-
eration of Indian Industry (CII) in partnership with ISRO, 
IN-SPACe and NewSpace India Limited (NSIL), from 
September 7 to 9 at the Bangalore International Exhibi-
tion Centre (BIEC). Referring to the ninth US-India Civil 
Space Joint Working Group recently held in Bengaluru, 
the US Ambassador said that those discussions affirmed 
that our partnership is no longer just about coopera-
tion; it is about co-creation.

US, INDIA MOVING BEYOND COOPERATION 
IN SPACE SECTOR: SERGIO GOR

ISRO chief rejects privatisation 
concerns, clarifies reforms

Delhi building collapse most unfortunate; 
MCD, DU responsible too: Delhi HC

PTI, NEW DELHI: Chief Minister Rekha Gupta visited the 
site again on the second day to take stock of the rescue 
work, and warned of strict action against officials 
responsible for the tragedy. Within hours of her visit, 
Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) deputy commis-
sioner of South zone Rakesh Kumar and four engineers 
were placed under suspension. According to Gupta, 
nearly 80 per cent of the debris had been removed 
from the site where the around 30-year-old five-storey 
building stood before it came crashing down on Sunday 
afternoon, and rescuers were clearing rubble from the 
basement. The chief minister also directed officials to 
seal all five-storey structures in the city. 

5 MCD OFFICIALS SUSPENDED OVER COLLAPSE

the Centre, the Delhi 
government, the Del-
hi Police and the MCD 
in the matter, assured 

the court that all possible 
steps are being taken to 
rescue those trapped un-
der the debris.

He said the government 
is actively monitoring the 
situation and some time 
is needed. Mehta assured 
the court that the author-
ities will take all decisions 
in the interest of everyone 
concerned and that no 
stone will be left unturned.

The court was hearing 
a public interest litigation 
(PIL) matter relating to the 
building collapse.

It asked the authorities 
to file their separate re-
plies to the petition within 
10 days and listed the mat-
ter for further hearing on 
September 25.

The plea was mentioned 
for an urgent hearing and 
the court allowed it to be 
listed on Monday itself.

The building at Satya 
Niketan, which housed a 
boys' paying-guest accom-
modation near the Delhi 
University's (DU) South 
Campus, collapsed on Sun-
day while repair work was 
underway.

PTI, NEW DELHI: The In-
dian and Chinese armies 
reviewed the situation 
along the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC) in the Arun-
achal Pradesh sector, days 
after the two sides held 
Special Representative 
talks in Beijing on the fes-
tering boundary question.

The focus of the corps 
commander-level talks at 
the Wacha-Damai border 
meeting point in Arunachal 
Pradesh's Kibithoo region 
on Sunday was to maintain 
peace and tranquillity along 

the frontier, people familiar 
with the matter said.

The Indian delegation was 
headed by Lt General Girish 
Kalia, the commander of 
the Army's Dimapur-based 
3 Corps. There is no official 
word yet on the talks.

The meeting also came 
amid reports of aggressive 
military posturing by Chi-
nese troops along the LAC 
in the Upper Subansiri re-
gion of Arunachal Pradesh.

In the Special Represent-
ative (SR) talks on August 
25, India conveyed to China 

India, China armies review 
LAC situation in Arunachal

the importance of main-
taining peace and tranquil-
lity along the frontier for 
overall bilateral ties.


